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CUSTOM BUILD

Showcase of understated elegance

Poles apart from the rest
BY CHRIS THURMOTT

Built on a large rural block in
Bullsbrook with stunning views
of the valley, this beautiful
home makes the most of its
elevated position.
Its steep building site could have caused
the homeowners some difficulty, but
thanks to an intuitive building technique,
became a benefit to the home.
“Our clients wanted to build a home that
suited their lifestyle, but complied with
the significant engineering demands their
steep building site required,” Total Home
Frames Managing Director Chris Zencich
said.
“To achieve the desired look they selected
the Queenslander three-by-two design
and enlarged the central family, living
and meals area of the home. This was
achieved by adding a 5m by 8m section
to the centre of the design.

BY CASSIE GUNTHORPE

Humphrey Homes is opening
the doors to one of its latest
custom built homes for two
weekends in May.

winter months.
Throughout the design, large windows
and doors not only allow plenty of light in,
but provide sweeping views of the valley
below.
A large galley kitchen, which includes
stone benchtops, lacquered cabinetry and
Smeg appliances, is another of the key
facets.
“Some other interesting features include
the galley laundry, which sits behind the
kitchen and opens to the large portico
verandah outside,” Mr Zencich said.

Located in Dalkeith, the bespoke home
inspires with its understated simplicity.

“Perhaps the most pleasing aspect of
this home is its spacious verandah that
wraps around the entire living area, with
two large feature porticos to the front and
rear,” Mr Zencich said.

“A mud room off to the side of the
portico entry adds to the customised
requirements.”

“With a dining setting, lounge and
barbecue, this is the perfect space for
entertaining and appreciating the majestic
views of the farms and valley below.”

Off to one side of the central section of
the home is the master bedroom, walkin robe and ensuite. On the other side
are another two bedrooms, the main
bathroom, toilet and a large walk-in linen
closet.

With more than 50 designs suitable for all
sites and builds in both metropolitan and
country areas, Mr Zencich said stumped
and pole-framed homes were extremely
strong and could withstand the test of
time.

“These styles of home are often
constructed in cyclone and earthquakeprone areas,” he said. “Total Home
Frames homes are cyclone-rated and
suitable for the variety of soil types found
throughout Western Australia.”
For more information or to see Total Home
Frames’ designs, visit the website or
the display centre at 11 O’Connor Way,
Wangara.

CONTACT Total Home Frames
1300 812 128
www.totalhomeframes.com.au.

Quite the proposition, the home is almost
the length of an Olympic-sized swimming
pool, with the ceilings in the main living
areas soaring to 3.6m.
Humphrey Homes Owner and Director
Dean Humphrey said the home was
custom built for a young family, featuring
four bedrooms, two bathrooms and a
powder room.
“There is also a number of retreat spaces
for the parents and children, including an
activity zone, workshop, gym and study
within its 470sqm footprint,” he said.
The home’s visually striking front entrance

reveals a minimalist elegance; a theme
that flows across the home.
“The house has an undoubtedly relaxed
and inviting presence,” Mr Humphrey said.
“Polished plaster wraps the entry and
provides an almost mirror-like finish in its
smoothness, all the way to the tiled floor,
and for that reason we have opted not
to use skirting boards, as we didn’t want
to interrupt the statement it delivers on
arrival.

The entrance is very bold and
draws you into the heart of the
home, which offers an openness
and warmth that belies the
voluminous space.
“The entrance is very bold and draws you
into the heart of the home, which offers
an openness and warmth that belies the
voluminous space.”
Continuing further into the home reveals
the sumptuous parents’ retreat.

Mr Zencich said the design of the home
preserved the natural environment
around it.
“These homes are environmentally
friendly, as they only touch the ground
with stumps and poles,” he said.
“This eliminates costly site works,
avoiding the added costs of paving,
concrete slabs, retaining walls and subsoil
drainage.
“This particular site required large poles
at the front of the home to a floor height
of up to 5m from natural ground level.”
Internally, the home includes a beautiful
exposed timber beam which runs through
the ceiling of the living area and out to the
open-gable verandah. The high, raking
ceilings and large gable windows of this
home provide a spacious feel to the living
space.
Mr Zencich said the clients opted for a
large feature pot belly heater in the living
space to deliver a cosy feeling during the
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“The master bedroom, situated at the
front of home with a private dressing room
and ensuite, contains full-height windows
that afford pleasant views to the front
garden and a private courtyard with a
water feature that works by recycling the
water within it,” Mr Humphrey said.
“Segregation was key in this design, with
the activity zone and children’s bedrooms
at the rear of the home, but still connected
socially to the heart of the design.”
The home’s centre is formed by the
free-flowing open-plan living, dining and
kitchen space dominated by light and
height.
“The space is flooded with warm northern
light via stacking doors and highlight
windows, which also serve to link the
indoor and outdoor living spaces,” Mr
Humphrey said.
“Complete with an integrated barbecue,
the outdoor alfresco allows the family
to delight in their backyard and pool,
offering an appealing setting to unwind or
entertain.”

Located at 37 Philip Road, Dalkeith,
the home is open for viewing over two
weekends on May 5-6 and May 12-13 from
11am-3pm, or by appointment.
Attendees will have a chance to meet Mr
Humphrey, as well as Humphrey Homes
in-house Architect Helen Marchesani and
Interior Designer Joie Stevenson.
No shoes, food or drink are permitted
inside and it is an adult-only viewing.

CONTACT Humphrey Homes
9284 5444
www.humphreyhomes.com.au.

